HCHR/THEO 30200, Autumn 2017
History of Christian Thought II (Medieval)

Willemien Otten/wotten@uchicago.edu
M 430-7:20pm, S106
Office: Swift Hall 300; tel. 702-1901

Office hours: F. 2:00-4:00pm. In my absence the TA will hold office hours.
Teaching assistant: 
Mark Lambert, lambert@uchicago.edu
Discussion session: TBD
I General introduction:

This second class in the History of Christian Thought-sequence deals with the period from late antiquity through the late Middle Ages; it stretches roughly from 450 through 1350. The following authors and themes will be analyzed and discussed: (1) the transition from Roman antiquity to the medieval period: Augustine, Boethius (and Cassiodorus); (2) the rise of asceticism in the West: the Benedictine Rule and Gregory the Great; (3) intellectual luminaries in East and West: Dionysius the Areopagite, Maximus Confessor and John Scottus Eriugena; (4) monastic and scholastic paragons: Anselm of Canterbury, Peter Abelard, and Richard of St. Victor; (5) monastic diversity: Benedictines and Cistercians (Hildegard von Bingen, Bernard of Clairvaux, William of St. Thierry) and regular canons (Hugh of St. Victor); (6) the scholastic synthesis and Franciscan discontent: Thomas Aquinas and Bonaventure; (7) medieval women’s voices: Hadewijch of Brabant, Marguerite Porete. (8) late medieval mysticism: Meister Eckhart.

II Course requirements are the following: 

--Completion of all required readings on schedule. Please, be ready to discuss them in class. Suggested readings are designed to provide background and will not be part the exam.

--There will be a take home midterm examination and a final take home examination. Each of them will count for 50% of the grade. The due dates are listed on the course schedule. Please be advised to hand in assignments at the requested time through canvas.
--The designated TA for the class will conduct a weekly discussion session on the assigned readings. These sessions will also be used as a writing lab to prepare for the essays that are required on the midterm and the final. The time and date of these weekly sessions will be set at the first meeting in consultation with the students. Occasionally, the TA will conduct office hours at my regular time.
Required Books (these will be available through the Seminary Co-op):

--Boethius, The Consolation of Philosophy (Penguin Classics, 2000)

--Pseudo-Dionysius, Complete Works, (New York: Paulist Press, 1987)

--Maximus Confessor, On the Cosmic Mystery of Jesus Christ (Crestwood: St. Vladimir's Seminary Press, 2004)

--Saint Benedict, The Dialogues of Gregory the Great, Book II in: Early Christian Lives, transl. by Carolinne White (Penguin Classics, 1998) 

--C.H. Lawrence, Medieval Monasticism. Forms of Religious Life in Western Europe in the Middle Ages (3rd ed.; London: Longman, 2000)

--Anselm of Canterbury, The Major Works (Oxford: OUP, 1998) 

--Peter Abelard, Ethical Writings. 'Ethics' and "Dialogue Between a Philosopher, a Christian and a Jew'  (Indianapolis: Hackett, 1995)

--William of St. Thierry, Golden Epistle: A Letter to the Brethren at Mont-Dieu
(Cistercian Publications, 1980)

--Bernard of Clairvaux: Selected Works (Mahwah: Paulist Press, 1987) (CWS) 

--Bonaventure, The Journey of the Mind to God (Indianapolis: Hackett, 1993) 

--Aquinas on Nature and Grace: Selections from the Summa Theologica

ed. A.M. Fairweather (Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 2006). 
--Marguerite Porete, The Mirror of Simple Souls (CWS) (Mahwah: Paulist Press, 1993)

--Meister Eckhart, The Essential Sermons, Treatises, Commentaries, and Defense (CWS) (Mahwah: Paulist Press, 1981)

Recommended Books (also available at the Seminary Co-op but in smaller quantities):

--M.-D. Chenu, Nature, Man, and Society. Essays on New Theological Perspectives in the Latin West (repr. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1997)

--Bernard McGinn, The Growth of Mysticism. Gregory the Great through the Twelfth Century (New York: Crossroad, 1996)

--Bernard McGinn, The Flowering of Mysticism (New York: Crossroad, 1998)

--G.R. Evans (ed.), The Medieval Theologians (Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 2001)

III Reserve materials:

In addition to the above items, which will also be placed on reserve in the library, the following texts will be made available in canvas through electronic library reserve or under course documents. The weekly reading schedule indicates where to find them. 

--O. Chadwick (ed.), Western Asceticism (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1958), pp. 290-337 (Rule of Saint Benedict)

--George E. McCracken (ed.), Early Medieval Theology (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1957), pp. 90-147 (Radbertus and Ratramnus).

--John J. O’Meara, Eriugena (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1988), pp. 155-76 (Homily on Prologue to St. John’s Gospel)

--A. Hyman and J.J. Walsh (ed.), Philosophy in the Middle Ages (Indianapolis: Hackett, 1973), pp. 132-46 (John Scottus Eriugena, On the Division of Nature)

--Same volume: pp. 461-70 (Bonaventure: Retracing the Arts to Theology or Sacred Theology the Mistress Among the Sciences)

--Hugh of St. Victor, On the Three Days, in: Trinity and Creation, eds. Boyd Taylor Coolman, Dale M. Coulter (Hyde Park NY: New City Press, 2011)

--Richard of St. Victor. The Twelve Patriarchs; The Mystical Ark; Book Three of the Trinity (New York: Paulist, 1979), pp. 371-99 (Book Three of the Trinity)

--E.R. Fairweather (ed.), A Scholastic Miscellany. Anselm to Ockham (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1956), pp. 276-87 (selections from Abelard on Romans), 334-52 (Peter Lombard, Excerpts from the Sentences), 379-401 (Bonaventure; excerpts)

--W. Otten, From Paradise to Paradigm. A Study of Twelfth-Century Humanism (Leiden: Brill, 2004), pp. 182-214
--Hildegard of Bingen, Scivias (CWS), pp. 59-92

--Peter Abelard, Prologue to the Sic et Non, in: A.J. Minnis, A.B. Scott (eds.) and D. Wallace, Medieval Literary Theory and Criticism c.1100-c. 1375 (1988: rev. ed. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1991)

--Thomas Aquinas, Faith, reason and theology: questions I-IV of his Commentary on the De Trinitate of Boethius / St. Thomas Aquinas; translated with introduction and notes by Armand Maurer, 1987, pp. 35-55 (Q. 2)

--N. Kretzmann and Eleonore Stump (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Aquinas (Cambridge: CUP, 1993), pp. 232-51 (Mark Jordan, Theology and Philosophy) 
--Hadewijch. The Complete Works, transl. Mother Columba Hart O.S.B. (New York: Paulist Press, 1980), pp. 261-305 (Visions)

--The Life of Christina Mirabilis, Thomas of Cantimpré, transl. Margot King

(Cistercian Publications/Peregrina Publishing, 2nd. ed. 1997) (course documents)

IV Course schedule:
PART I: TRANSITIONS

Week 1: Introduction to the Course and to the Problem of Medieval Thought
M – 09/25: Augustine, Boethius, Gregory: Christian Thought at the End of Latin Antiquity
Read: 
Boethius, Consolation of Philosophy, Bks I, III and V

Augustine, Confessions, Book VII.

Gregory, Life of St. Benedict (in: Early Christian Lives)
Background: C.H. Lawrence, chs. 2, 3, 5.

Suggested: McGinn, Growth of Mysticism, chs. 1 
Week 2: Western and Eastern Forms of Contemplation
M – 10/02: Gregory the Great and Dionysius the Areopagite
Read:

Rule of St. Benedict (course documents)

Gregory, Letter to Leander (course documents)

Gregory, Moralia in Job (course documents)

Pseudo-Dionysius, Divine Names and Mystical Theology
Suggested: McGinn, Growth of Mysticism, chs. 2
Week 3: Translatio imperii and translatio ecclesiae: the Birth of Medieval Western Christian Thought
M – 10/09: Maximus and Eriugena on Being, Christ and Natural Salvation; Carolingian thought
Read: 

Radbertus and Ratramnus on the eucharist (text selections from their On the Body and Blood of Christ), and article Otten on the eucharist)
Maximus, On the Cosmic Mystery of Jesus Christ (Ambigua 7 and 42 and Questiones ad Thalassium 42)
Eriugena, Homily on the Prologue to St John’s Gospel (course documents)

Eriugena, On the Division of Nature (course documents)
Suggested: Otten, article on Carolingian Theology (course documents)
PART II – EARLY MEDIEVAL INTELLECTUAL AND SPIRITUAL THOUGHT 

Week 4: Theology and the Arts

M – 10/16: Anselm of Canterbury, Peter Abelard, and the Victorines 

Read:

Anselm, Proslogion and Cur Deus Homo
Abelard, Ethics
Hugh of St Victor, On the Three Days (course document)

Richard of St Victor, Book Three of the Trinity (electronic reserve)

Background: C.H. Lawrence, chs. 6, 7.

Suggested: McGinn, Growth of Mysticism, ch. 3

Week 5: the Twelfth-Century Monastic Renaissance

M – 10/23: Bernard of Clairvaux, William of St. Thierry and Hildegard of Bingen 

– Monastic Interiority in a Changing World

Read:

Hildegard of Bingen, Scivias (electronic reserve)

Bernard of Clairvaux, On the Steps of Humility and Pride

William of St. Thierry, Golden Epistle
Background: C.H. Lawrence, chs. 8, 9.

Suggested: McGinn, Growth of Mysticism, Intro to Part II, chs. 5 and 9

                  Chenu, Nature, Man and Society, chs. 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6

NB. The Take Home - midterm exam will be made available on M. 10/30 at 10:00am. It is due (in canvas) on M. 11/06, 4:00pm. 
PART III – THINKING SCHOLASTICALLY 

Week 6: From Abelard to Aquinas
M – 11/06: Abelard, Peter Lombard, Bonaventure, and Aquinas–Scholastic Tensions and Ambitions

Read:

Fairweather, Selections from Abelard on Romans (electronic reserve)

Abelard, Prologue to the Sic et Non (course documents)

Fairweather, Selections from Peter Lombard (electronic reserve)

Bonaventure, Retracing the Arts to Theology (electronic reserve)

Thomas, Q. 2: On Making the Divine Realities Known (electronic reserve)
Thomas, Summa Theologiae I qq. 1-3 (On Nature and Grace)
Suggested: Otten, From Paradise to Paradigm chs. 4 and 5 (electronic reserve)

Week 7: Aquinas and Bonaventure

M – 11/13: Theology, Philosophy, and Mystical Union in Bonaventure and Aquinas

Read: 

Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae IaIIae qq. 109, 112, 114 (On Nature and Grace)
Fairweather, Selections from Bonaventure (electronic reserve)

Bonaventure, The Mind’s Journey into God
Background: C.H. Lawrence, ch. 12.

Suggested: McGinn, Flowering of Mysticism, ch. 2
                  Jordan, Theology and Philosophy (electronic reserve)

PART IV -- VERNACULAR THEOLOGY AND THE SPIRIT(UALITY) OF REFORM

Week 8: Women’s Voices and Spiritual Lives

M – 11/20: Hadewijch of Antwerp, Marguerite Porete, and Christina Mirabilis

Read: 

Hadewijch, Visions (electronic reserve)

Thomas of Cantimpré, The Life of Christina Mirabilis (course documents)

Porete, The Mirror of Simple Souls, chs. 1-61, pp. 79-138

Background: C.H. Lawrence, ch. 11.

Week 9: Late Medieval Mysticism
M – 11/27: Eckhart, Women, and the Mystical Abyss
Read: 

Porete, The Mirror of Simple Souls, chs. 62-140, pp. 139-222

Eckhart, Essential Sermons, “The German Works,” pp. 177-294

Background: C.H. Lawrence, ch. 13.

Suggested: McGinn, Flowering of Mysticism, chs. 4 and 5 

Week 10: Final class – On the Uses and Abuse of History (Nietzsche)

M – 12/04: medievalisms in modernity and the problem of historical idealism and historical integrity: Crusades, white supremacy, Eurocentrism, women’s mysticism. 
Take home final:

[made available: M. 12/04 5 pm; due (in canvas): M. 12/11 5 pm]
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